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AMENDMENTS 

In the claims; 

Please amend claims 1 and 14 to include the allowable subject matter of claim 9, 
Please cancel claim 9, without prejudice. Claims 1-8 and 10-47 are thus pending after 
entry of the amendment The claim amendments are intended to expedite prosecution, 
are not related to patentability, and are presented to correct typographical and form 
matters. 

To satisfy the requirements of 37 CFR 1.121(c) and 37 CFR L52(a), all pending 
claims, whether or not amended, are presented below. A marked-up version of the 
amended claims showing the changes made to the amended claims follows the Remarks 
section of this Response. 
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Pending Claims 1-8 and 10-47: 



( \ . (Twice amended) A method for facilitating and tracking personal referrals, comprising: 

generating a unique identifier that is associated exCyfiisively with the pairing of one 
individual and one offer; 

sending to said individual an electronic-mail menage that provides a hyperlink to 
or contains a Web page whose address or contents incites said unique identifier or a 
transformation thereof; 

providing in said Web page a means to allow the individual to input the 
electronic-mail address of persons whom said individual wishes to refer; and, 

providing in said Web page a means of optipg out of receiving all such electronic- 
mail messages. 

2. The method of claim 1 wherein said unique identifier or a transformation thereof is 
included in a uniform resource locator 

3. The method of claim 1, further comprising 

determining whether said individual/nas previously been sent an electronic-mail 
message about said offer. 

4. The method of claim 1, further comprising: 

determining whether said individual has previously opted out of receiving all such 
electronic-mail messages. 

5. The method of claim 1, further comprising: 
determining whether said individual has previously opted out of receiving 

electronic-mail messages pertaining to a category of items that contains said offer, 

6. The method of claim 1, further/comprising: 

determining the party whose referral caused said offer to be made to said 
individual and whether said individual has previously opted out of receiving elecrronic- 
mail messages pertaining to offers referred by said party. 

7. The method of claim 1, further comprising: 

providing in said We^ page a means of accepting said offer. 

8. The method of claim 7, llirttier comprising: 
notifying the sponsor of said offer in case of an acceptance by said individual. 




(Cancel) 




10. The method of claim 1, further comprising! ~ ' 

providing in said Web page a meahs of opting out of receiving electronic-mail 
messages pertaining to one or more categories of such offers. 
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1 1 . The method of claim 1 , further composing: 

providing in said Web page a means of opting out of receiving electronic-mail 
messages pertaining to offers referred the party whose referral caused said offer to be 
made to said individual. 

12. The method of claim 1, further comprising: 

determining whether said offpr is still valid and substituting the latest version of 
said offer. 

/) 

13. The method of claim 12, further comprising: 

sending electronic-mail messages to said persons who were referred by said 
individual « 

14. (Twice amended) An apparatus for fecilitating and tracking personal referrals, 
comprising: a storage device; 

a processor counectedAo said storage device, 

said storage device storing a program for controlling said processor; and said 
processor operative with said program to: 

generate a unique identifier that is associated exclusively with the pairing of one 
individual and one offer; 

send to said individual an electronic-mail message that provides a hyperlink to or 
contains a Web page whpse address or contents includes said unique identifier or a 
transformation thereof; 

provide in said Web page a means to allow the individual to input the electronic- 
mail address of persons whom said individual wishes to refer; and, 

provide in said Web page a means of opting out of receiving all such electronic- 
mail messages, / n 

i3 

15. The apparatus bf claim 14 wherein said processor is further operative to determine 
whether said individual has previously been sent an electronic-mail message about said 
offer. / j3 

16. The apparatus of claim 14 wherein said processor is further operative to detennine 
whether said individual has previously opted out of receiving all such electronic-mail 
messages. / ^ 

1 id 

17. The apparatus of claim 14 wherein said processor is further operative to determine 
whether said individual has previously opted out of receiving electronic-mail messages 
pertaining to/a category of items that contains said offer, 

/3 

18. The anfcaratus of claim 14 wherein said processor is further operative to determine 
the party whose referral caused said offer to be made to said individual and whether said 
individual/has previously opted out of receiving electronic-mail messages pertaining to 
offers referred by said party. 
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' 19. The apparatus of claim 14 wherein said processor is further operative to notify the 
sponsor of said offer in case ^an/acceptance by said individual. 

It 20. The apparatus of claim 14 ^herein said processor is further operative to 

send electronic-mail messages to said persons who were referred by said 
individual in the case when sattd offer is still valid. 

y ^ 21. A method for distributing an offer, the method comprising, 

providing at least one database including at 'least one participant electronic mail 
address, J 

generating an electronic mail to the at leas/one participant that includes at least 
one of a Web page and a hyperlink to a Web pa^6, the Web page further including data 
based on the offer, and, 7 

providing in the Web page an option f^r allowing the at least one participant to 

opt out. 

. ' % i 

I 22. A method according to claim 21 s further including, 

receiving at least one selection based on the at least one participant's at least one 
option, and, / 

updating the at least one database based on the received at least one selection. 



23, A method according to 
communication with the datal 
receiving the at least one sel 

^3 24 - A method according to cla 
selection over a network. 

^*f~25. A method according to cl$ 
least one of a job offer and \ 



; 22. 



flier including providing a central controller in 
: central controller further including instructions for 



/22, further including communicating the at least one 



\2l] 



^herein providing an offer includes providing at 
it data. 



.V. 



^yt 26. A method according to/claim 22, wherein 

receiving at least one selection further includes receiving a selection to opt out, 
and / 

updating the at Ie&st one database includes updating at least one of data associated 
with the at least one pamcipant and data associated with the offer. 

/ 1/1 
%® 27. A method according to claim 22, wherein, 

receiving at least one selection further includes receiving a selection to accept, 

and, / 

updating thtf at least one database includes, 

determining whether the offer is valid, and, 

updating at least one of data associated with the at least one participant 
and data associated with the offer. 
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«" 28. A method according to claim 27, wherein updating the at least one database further 
includes generating an electronic mail message to ayoriginator of the offer. 

29. A method according to claim 22, wherein 

receiving at least one selection further includes receiving a selection of referral 
and, / 

updating the at least one database includes updating at least one of data associated 
with the at least one participant and data associated with the offer. 

Ca 14 / 

^/l 30. A method according to claim 29 9 whereih receiving a selection of referral includes 
receiving at least one email address based oh at least one referral participant 

Z ® 3 1 A method according to claim 29, wheafein updating the at least one database includes 
entering into the database as a participant at least one email address based on at least one 
referral participant. 

51 32. A method accoramg4oxlato^ 

receiving at least one entail addraTtrase^pn the at least one referral participant, 
and, \ / 

V determining at least one of whether 

V / X*(N* 016 at * east re f er WP art * c iP ant opted oijt of the offer, 

A ^ the at least one ofirax is valid, 

fcAr the at least one offer is updated, andy 

V f the at least one referral participant previously received the offer, 

'fp/ 33. A method according to claim 32, wheren^etennining whether the at least one offer 
is updated includes substitutmg the i3bdated>6ffer. 

34. A method according to claim 21 JRirther including updating the at least one database 
to reflect that the at least toe partija^ant received an electronic mail message based on 
the offer. \ / 

3 ' 35, A method according to claim 21, further including associating with the at least one 
participant, an identity of at least one referring participant who referred the at least one 
participant. / 

r> / ^° 

3 J 36, A method according to claim 21, further including determining whether the at least 

One participant op/ed-out of the offer. 
->/ . 7 T-* 

5 ^ 37. A method according to claim 21, further including determining whether the offer is 
valid. / 

/ 1 t> 

0 / 38. A methoa according to claim 22, wherein receiving the at least one selection further 
includes receiving an option to opt out and at least one further selection to prohibit any 
further offerf, any further offers in a particular category, and any further offers based on 
at least one/participant referral. 
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39. A method according to claim 21, further including providing an offer database 
hawing at least one offer. v 

40, A method according to claim 21, further including associating an identifier with the 
offer and one of the at least one participant. 

4 L A method for tracking an offer, the metnod comprising^ ^ 

providing a Web page based on the/offer, the Web page including at least <aae- 
option to opt outraro^Whpefec, 

utilizing a database to determine it least one participant, 

sending an electronic mail message to the at least one participant, the electronic 
mail message includin^E^e^t one of xhe Web page and a hyperlink to the Web page, 

receiving from the au^aSt^^^ticipant, at least one option based on a selection 
to opt out, accept, and refer, 

updating the database b&ped/on the at ^east one selection. 



42. A method according to claini^ 

43. A method according to clan 



U, whereitft the offer includes a job description, 
Ler including providing an offer database. 



44, A method accord 
email address based oi 



; to cl£krf41 ^further including receiving at least one electronic 
st one referral participant. 



45. A method according taf claim 41, further including identifying a referring participant 
associated with a selection to accept 



46. A method according to claim 41, further including identifying a participant who 
opted out based on theybffer. 

47. A method according to claim 41, further including associating an identifier with the 
offer and one of ther at least one participant. 
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